
 
Description 

Instructions on using the DFG Image Catalog extension in ArcView GIS for displaying orthophotos and 
topographic image maps.  

Instructions 

1). In ArcView activate the DFG Extension under FILE>EXTENSIONS (Note: if "DFG Imagecat" does not appear 
on the list of available extensions, you will need to install it first. The extension is available for download here.) 

            

2). A dialog box will appear that describes the extension; you can choose to turn this off by unchecking the "show 
this dialog on startup" box. 
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3). Open a new view and select the Image Catalog icon from the View button bar. 

 

4). Select the "New Catalog Definition" icon in the lower left corner of the Image Catalog Index dialog. 

 

5a). Enter information into the Definitions Property Editor Dialog. For Digital Orthophoto Quads (DOQs) enter: 



Image Group name (e.g., "doqs_story"); Enter "jpg" for Extension; and "c:\geodata\ortho_imagery" for Image 
Path, or navigate to where you have your DOQs installed on your harddisk; for Theme TOC enter your County 
name and "DOQs"; Map Scale 12000; Min. Scale 100; Max. Scale 200000. Once these values have been entered 
select the "New" button at the bottom of the dialog box, then "Yes" to confirm creation of the new record. 

 

5b). To create an image catalog for the USGS Topographic Maps, select the New Catalog Definition icon and 
enter the following information: Image Group name (e.g., "topos_story"); Enter "tif" for Extension; and 
"c:\geodata\topographic_images" for Image Path, or navigate to where you have your topographic maps installed 
on your harddisk; for Theme TOC enter your County name and "Topos"; Map Scale 24000; Min. Scale 100; Max. 
Scale 200000; Colormap select "colormap.drg.edgematch" from the pulldown menu. Once these values have 
been entered select the "New" button at the bottom of the dialog box, then "Yes" to confirm creation of the new 
record 



 

6). To add an image catalog to your view click the Catalog Definition and select the right-pointing arrow to add it 
to the "Selected Definitions"; choose a view from the "Views" box; and select the "Add as Theme" icon. You can 
the select the "Close" icon in the Image Catalog Index dialog box. 

 

7). Your selected catalog definitions will now appear as image themes in your View document legend. You can 
add other themes to the View (e.g., PLSS section lines) to determine an area of interest. Once you have zoomed 
to an area that is within the minimum and maximum scales (as defined in step 5) you will see the images. The 



topographic maps can be viewed over the orthophotos, since the background color has been set for transparent. 
As you pan and zoom around the view, the image will be refreshed to the new area of interest. When you open a 
new view, you can add an image catalog definition as described in step 6. 
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